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Parity profile is key to prolificacy

Pig trend figures over time show that parities
three to six are the most prolific.

Therefore the more productive sows that
are retained in these parities, the more likely a
herd will deliver a good result.

Some units are now culling at five parities,
due to the older sows’ association with
reduced numbers born alive and rearing
ability, as shown in the unit profile in Figure 1.
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Top tips for the Autumn

Autumn abortions: Our modern sows’ ancestors were seasonal
breeders and only produced one litter a year, farrowing in early spring.
So there is an in-built biological reason why the modern sow some-
times has problems with summer infertility and autumn abortions.
Management factors to help reduce autumn abortions include:

Energy Level: When temperatures decline the sow’s energy
requirement increases. It is important to adjust feed curves or diet
specifications accordingly. If sows have to use their body reserves to
maintain energy level, it can cause some susceptible sows to abort.

Light Level: Decreasing day length is another factor contributing to
autumn abortions.

To maintain a viable pregnancy, sows need be exposed to a minimum

of 16 hours of light (200 lux intensity) and eight hours of darkness.
Simple interventions can be made to improve lighting such as cleaning
sky lights, walls and lamps, putting electric lights on timers and painting
the roofs and walls white.
Ventilation: For accommodation with controlled ventilation
systems, it is time to re-adjust the settings after the summer. Incorrect
settings can result in disease outbreaks, respiratory problems, tail biting
and filthy pens.

If unsure about the right ventilation settings to achieve optimal
airflow, consult the manufacturer or an expert consultant for advice.
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in the for service at the right time.

Looking after boar libido

Heat stress in outdoor sows and boars will have been a problem
during the summer, with temperature highs of 31°C. This prolonged
heat poses a risk to fertility and libido in boars.

Sperm production occurs at 2 to 4° C below body temperature.
Poor quality semen affects conception and litter size which all has an
impact on the bottom line.

The boar’s
scrotum and
pampiniform
plexus help main-
tain the right tem-
perature but the
boar is at particu-
larly high risk
because one third
of the testicles are
inside the boar.

While weather
remains fairly
warm and dry, it is
important to monitor boar libido and activity.

Consider using Al for six to eight weeks after any high temperature
periods or if boar activity drops off.

To learn more about the two tonne
sow campaign, go to www.2ts.org.uk

For more information contact Miriam Drewett on

02476 478794 email miriam.drewett@bpex.org.uk




